Language regarding behavioral health for inclusion in health reform legislation

	Principle
	Definition
	Goal
	Behavioral health law, regulation, or proposal

	Comprehensive Coverage
	The mechanism by which health care services are paid for. Includes mental health, physical health, oral health,

vision, habilitative services
	All people are guaranteed comprehensive health care coverage that they can afford
	· Behavioral health services are included at parity with primary care services in all coverage regardless of source of coverage or mechanism of payment (inc. in Essential Health Benefits)

· Coverage includes annual preventive behavioral health screening, early identification, and wellness services

· Coverage funds joint treatment planning and coordination of behavioral and primary care

	Financing
	How the money is raised and utilized to pay for healthcare services
	Equitable and affordable mechanisms for raising the funds and paying for services
	· Healthcare financing supports sufficient attention to behavioral health management (either within healthcare management or as sufficiently funded and incentivized “carve outs”)

	Health Care Delivery Systems
	The channels and workforce for delivery of all levels of care (primary, secondary, tertiary, emergency)
	Integrated care model that emphasizes primary and preventive care, team-based networks and person-centered decision making
	· Behavioral health providers are included as core members of all health care teams as defined in law and coverage

· Behavioral health providers are included in all programs related to primary care

	Provider Payments & Incentives
	The means by which providers are compensated for their services and resulting incentives that are built into the larger care system
	Payment methodologies that incentivize evidence-based, high-value, affordable care and promote quality over volume
	· Behavioral health services are funded through alternative payment approaches including pay for outcomes instead of or as well as fee for service

· Behavioral health providers are included in programs subsidizing or incentivizing EHR use

	Coordinated Health Planning 
	The regulatory infrastructure for the delivery system
	Establishment of an iterative process that uses an assessment of current and projected health needs to set goals for the most effective and efficient allocation of future health resources
	· Behavioral health (mental health, substance use disorders, and health-related behavior) is included in all definitions of disorders, services, providers, data/evaluation, payment and payment methodologies, including in ACO services, HIT efforts and workforce development, and evaluation of legislation’s effects 

	Public Health 
Promotion and Disease Prevention
	The systems for disease detection, healthy lifestyle promotion, and disease prevention, inc. social determinants of health
	Improved public health
	· Contributions of behavior change, lifestyle modification, self-care, and other behavioral factors in health promotion and disease prevention are included in all public health service and funding programs


* There is transparency in mental health medical necessity criteria
